CHAPTEE I.

WHAT   OUR  EARTH  TEACHES  US.

BEFORE proceeding to consider the various circum-
stances under which the worlds or systems which
surround us appear to subsist, it may be well to
inquire how far we have reason to conclude, from the
consideration of our own earth and its inhabitants,
that the Qreator has designed the orbs which exist
throughout $pace for the support of living creatures.

It would not be just to argue directly from the fact
* that the earth is inhabited to the conclusion that the
other planets are inhabited also, nor thence to the con-
fusion that other stars have, like our sun, their attend-
ant worlds, peopled with various forms of IGe. An
analogy founded on a single instance has no logical
force. And it is doubtful whether we have not, in the
moon, an instance whidh would as effectually serve to
support a^ directly opposite conclusion. It seems all
but certain, as we shall presently have occasion to
show, that no part of the moon's globe is inhabited by
living creatures. Certainly she is inhabited by none
which bear the least resemblance tcf those existing on
our earth. Thus it might fairly be urged, that since